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S P R I N G  2 0 1 9  W A T E R F O R D  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  

Update from the Waterford Board of Education 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E  

Bringing the  

accomplishments  

and initiatives of the 

Waterford Public 

Schools to the Town, 

Community and 

beyond to create  a 

Connection  that 

will reinforce a 

strong commitment 

to coming together 

to educate the whole 

child. 

                     The  

     Connection         

 

 

With the onset of the 2019-2020 school year, Waterford High School will now be a school of 

choice for a few K-8 districts including Bozrah, Franklin, and Norwich.  These districts do not 

house their own high school therefore giving their students options to attend high schools that 

have educational service agreements with their districts.    

This recruitment plan was approved at the September 2018 Board of Education meeting.  With 

the decrease in projected enrollment at Waterford High School in the upcoming years, Super-

intendent Giard presented a plan to the Board that would maintain the existing high school 

programs and offerings in the long-term  as well as create a  potential revenue stream.  The 

board authorized the Superintendent to engage other districts in a discussion regarding desig-

nated high school arrangements.  A team of District and Waterford High School administration 

then presented to key towns seeking commitment of becoming a designated / approved High 

School from those school districts. 

At this time the three Boards of Education from Bozrah, Franklin and Norwich have approved 

Waterford High School as a designated high school for their students with a limited number of 

seats.   

The Waterford Board of Education is excited about this new initiative and proud to offer our 

exceptional high school as a designated school of choice to K-8 districts.  With the proposed 

tuition of $12,012 for the 2019-2020 school year, this partnership will also provide added reve-

nue for the Town of Waterford.   

The following is a link to a 

Channel 8 news story on the  

K-8 recruitment and outreach:  

Waterford hopes to be the 

choice for out-of-town stu-

dents. 

Board of Education   

Budget Update 

The Board of Education  Budget was unanimously 

approved at the Board of  Education meeting on 

February 21st and final action was taken by the 

Town Board of Finance on March 25th. The Board 

of Education will present to the Representative 

Town Meeting on May 6th with final action 

scheduled for May 9th.   

https://www.wtnh.com/news/connecticut/new-london/waterford-hopes-to-be-the-choice-for-out-of-town-students/1918854786
https://www.wtnh.com/news/connecticut/new-london/waterford-hopes-to-be-the-choice-for-out-of-town-students/1918854786
https://www.wtnh.com/news/connecticut/new-london/waterford-hopes-to-be-the-choice-for-out-of-town-students/1918854786
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Fund for Teachers 

The Connection  Spring 2019  www.waterfordschools.org  

On April 4th four  Waterford Public Schools’ teachers joined an elite group of more than 

150 teachers across Connecticut in receiving the great news that they had been awarded 

a Fund for Teachers Fellowship Grant.   Brian Ash, WHS Social Studies Teacher; Barbara 

Rafferty, WHS Science Teacher; Diane Stober, WHS Math Teacher;  and Wendy McCabe, 

Great Neck Special Education Teacher were the recipients of the fellowships that will ena-

ble them to engage in significant, in-depth professional growth experiences during the 

upcoming summer.  

 

 Brian Ash will participate in an archeological Pre-Columbian Inca Study.  He 

will “join the Pambamarca Archaeological Program in Cangahua, Ecuador, to 

practice field techniques, excavate pre-Columbian fortresses and road sys-

tems, and work with a local museum to create an installation of artifacts -- all in 

an effort to collect primary sources and stories that expand classroom history 

lessons.”  http://www.fundforteachers.org/documents/2019-Fellow-Compilation.pdf  

 

 Wendy McCabe will “complete instructor training in “Nine Essential Skills for 

Love and Logic" in Denver to develop practical strategies for reaching the 

most difficult students through mutual respect, relationship building and prob-

lem solving.” http://www.fundforteachers.org/documents/2019-Fellow-Compilation.pdf  

 

 Barbara Rafferty and Diane Stober will “attend NASA's Conference for Educa-

tors at Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral to develop lesson plans that 

more fully incorporate STEM across the math and science curricula.”   
http://www.fundforteachers.org/documents/2019-Fellow-Compilation.pdf  

 

This year 400 Connecticut teachers submitted Fund for Teachers grant proposals.  Of 

them, grants were awarded to 154 teachers in 109 schools located in 55 districts.  Selec-

tion for this prestigious award deserves celebration.  Waterford has had seven (7) teach-

ers over the last three years apply for and receive FFT grants totaling approximately 

$35,000.   

 

 

“This is just  

another example 

of the innovation 

envelope our 

teachers  

continue to 

push.  These 

four teachers 

continue to seek 

out creative and 

innovative ways 

to not only  

challenge our 

students, but 

challenge  

themselves as 

true  

professionals.   

These  

experiences will 

benefit our  

students  

greatly.  I am 

proud of them.” 

Superintendent 

Thomas W. Giard III, 

Waterford Public 

Schools 

http://www.fundforteachers.org/documents/2019-Fellow-Compilation.pdf
http://www.fundforteachers.org/documents/2019-Fellow-Compilation.pdf
http://www.fundforteachers.org/documents/2019-Fellow-Compilation.pdf
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Great Neck Teacher Linda Brailey has been named the 2019 CT 

Teacher of the Year by the CT Parent-Teacher Association!  The 

Great Neck PTA nominated Ms. Brailey for her educational lead-

ership, passion as an educator and her dedication to the district 

and the community.  Ms. Brailey has served as an extraordinary 

teacher in the Waterford Public School district for 23 years and 

currently teaches Grade 2.   

District administration and staff wrote letters of recommendation 

stating the exceptional practices and characteristics that Ms. 

Brailey possesses that make her a wonderful candidate for this 

award.  “Ms. Brailey deserves to be recognized not only for her 

teaching in the classroom, but for her educational leadership, compassion for students, and professionalism as 

well.  Ms. Brailey is an exceptional teacher in the classroom and has been a leader for learning in the district.”  “Ms. 

Brailey cares about her students’ success and because of her caring nature, her students bond easily with her… 

[she] is a kind and compassionate educator with a passion for teaching youth.” 

Ms. Brailey will be honored at a state-wide dinner and ceremony on May 2, 2019.   Congratulations to Ms. Brailey on 

this most prestigious honor! 

CT PTA Teacher of the Year 

The Waterford Public Schools understands the importance of professional learning for the growth of the dis-

trict and takes pride in providing high quality programs for our staff.  Following the Board of Education goal to 

“Support high quality, effective professional learning; providing necessary resources of time and funding”, 

the Waterford Public Schools has invested for the third year in the Teacher Leadership Academy, a program 

by the Center for Leadership and Innovation at the Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS). The Waterford 

Public Schools’ Leadership Academy is a year-long learning experience that includes targeted professional 

learning on effective leadership and completion of a leadership project in the district.   

The program consists of: 

 Topic-driven Planned Sessions with Speakers 

 Five (5) Full Days of Professional Development 

 Leadership Books and Article Discussions 

 Exchange of ideas, problems, and solutions 

 Mock Experiences / Case Studies Discussions 

 Leadership Inventories  

 Completion of a School or District Leadership Project 

The program is designed to develop a cadre of educators committed to 

developing their leadership skills, expanding their leadership 

knowledge base, and taking an active role in school improvement and 

student success.  Teacher leadership is vital to the success of the district 

and the success of our students.  An investment in our staff is an invest-

ment in our students. 

The Teacher Leadership Academy for the 2018-2019 school year graduated 14 highly successful educators 

from the program on April 9th.  This group worked diligently all year to prepare their leadership projects 

which will be presented at the May 23, 2019 Board of Education meeting. 

See pages 4 & 5 for examples of projects (Grit Day and Family Math Night) that stemmed from the Leadership 

Academy for the 2018-2019 school year. 

Teacher Leadership Academy 
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  Got GRIT? 
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Quaker Hill Grade 4 teachers Cathleen Donahue and Jessica Loupos 

joined the 2018-2019 Teacher Leadership Academy with an idea to 

provide students with perseverance skills they would be able to 

transfer to not only academic but life challenges.   The idea came about 

after observing students as they performed challenging academic 

tasks.  Sometimes they found student stamina was low and frustration 

was high and the two teachers decided that this would be a beneficial 

area to pursue for the Teacher Leadership project.   

 

Through several professional development sessions, Ms. Donahue and 

Ms. Loupos introduced the staff to Grit and Growth Mindset.  They 

presented these ideas to the staff and also organized a  STEM activity 

that required staff to work  in small groups, hoping that teachers would 

experience levels of frustration as well as feelings of success. In turn they would be able to share this 

experience with their class.  

 

Ms. Donahue and Ms. Loupos  also planned a schoolwide GRIT Day for students in which each class had a STEM 

activity they had to complete in groups and practice perseverance skills.  In the 45 minute block, all students 

had time to plan, create, and execute the task.  Teachers then debriefed with their class to create a list of 

strategies that could be transferred into the academic challenges that they face every day.    Staff were also 

given a folder of resources to supplement GRIT day, with the hopes that this will become a regular experience 

and mindset.   

 

Positive feedback from students and staff was overwhelming. One teacher responded,  “The kids loved GRIT 

Day and are asking to do more challenges”.  Students stated “I liked GRIT Day, even though it was hard...I like 

challenging myself”.  It’s exciting to see that students reported enjoying the experience even if they weren’t 

successful achieving the final goal.   Through the “Get Gritty With It” Leadership Project, staff and students 

showed high levels of teamwork and “grit”! 
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Be Internet Awesome 
District Technology Coach Laura McCue along with Grade 1 Teacher Whitney Logan and Computer Lab 

Paraprofessional Jenn Boluch hosted a Be Internet Awesome event at Quaker Hill Elementary on April 4th.  This 

informative night provided parents an understanding on how digital citizenship is taught at Waterford Public 

Schools and gave them important tools to use to speak with their children about responsible internet use.  The 

session was very hands-on and interactive and focused on helping parents prepare their “kids to be safe, 

confident explorers of the online world” https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us .  

Family Math Night 
When Elementary Math Coach Sara Egan began the Teacher Leadership Academy this year, her focus was on en-

hancing parental involvement in mathematical practices and standards that are covered in the classroom and cre-

ating an environment where parents are more confident to provide assistance with homework and incorporate 

mathematical problem solving during daily activities.  Her Leadership Academy project included Family Math 

Night which was held on March 27th at Clark Lane Middle School for elementary students and parents.  This inter-

active and informative event was an opportunity for families to play fluency based games with their child while de-

veloping a deeper understanding of the core standards at their child’s grade level. The new Number Corner was 

on display where families could interact with the patterns on the calendar as students do in the classroom.  Glow 

Stick Geometry, Math Online, and Number Corner games were some of the highlights of the evening. Over 150 

students and parents attended Family Math Night.  During the 2 sessions, parents were engaged in math activities 

and actively sought out the teachers and Math coaches with  questions on how to support their children at home.  

We look forward to Family Math Night becoming an annual event! 

https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us
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French 

Alyssa Briggs 

Sofia Brunaccioni 

Erik Carlson 

Avaleigh Cunningham 

Emma Furlan 

Pankhudi Gupta 

James Kilcomons  

Scott Olmstead 

Abigail Saucier 

Vidita Shah 

Nitya Somineni 

Screenidhi Somineni 

Sabrina Tolppi 

Paige Walstra  

Gabrielle Zettler 

Latin 

Angela Colonis   

Megan Jones      

Qinge Liu 

Anna Schleck      

Emma Schleck    

Summer Sit  

Melissa Vine 

Spanish 

Sean Corman 

Hannah Linder 

Paul Lokken 

Connor Podeszwa 

Twenty-five students from Waterford High School were inducted into the 

World Language Honor Society on April 4, 2019.   

World Language Week 
Waterford Public Schools celebrated World Language Week in the be-

ginning of March.  This week,  dedicated to celebrating foreign lan-

guages as well as bringing awareness to the importance of studying for-

eign languages, focused on the theme “Languages are the Key to the 

World”.  Many fun activities were planned to celebrate including poster 

and door decorating contests, games and trivia as well as the morning 

announcements being delivered in a foreign language.  Language 

quotes, foreign language factoids, and world language bulletin boards all 

decorated the halls of the schools and the CLMS Rubik’s Cube club creat-

ed a mosaic  for World Language Week.  This was an amazing week that 

showcased the wonderful foreign language departments at WPS. 

CLMS hosted the second annual French Junior Honor Society and first annual Spanish Junior Honor Society on April 9th,  

inducting 10 seventh grade French students and 27 seventh grade Spanish students.  This ceremony recognized students 

who maintained an A- or above overall average in their respective foreign language.  Congratulations to the following 

students on this wonderful achievement: 

French Inductees  

Cameron Brown, Jolina Campisi, Kaden Casteel, Alexa Collins, Francesca DeSantis, Sarah Hage,  

Brianne Kilcomons, Michelle Liu, Emily Orga, Hannah Schmidt 

Spanish Inductees 

Lea Arnold, Ian Balfour, Anabel Bueno,  Analys Bueno, Isabella Correa-Ayala, Kenji Desai, Louis Dhervilly, Jamie 

Gannon,  Kayla Johnson,  Roberto Kiefer,  Sean Kramer, Connor Motzko,  Cienna Nummy, Madeline Parent,  

Emilia Podeszwa, Rebecca Roarke, Amaris Rosado, Elizabeth Saucier,  Coby Sestrom, Vaysi Suhana Sharma,  

Maple Siu, Payton Smith, Grace Stilphen, Kyijong Tenzin, Noah Westkott ,  Jay Zimmermann, Zoe Zito 
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 Waterford High School Senior Milan 
Patel was selected as Waterford’s 

2019 High School Scholar of the 

Year, an award presented by the 

Chamber of Commerce of Eastern 

Connecticut and The Day paper.  

Milan was selected for his student 

leadership, exceptional academic 

achievement, his participation in 

extracurricular activities in the community as well as 

his outstanding character.  Milan attended a cere-

mony on March 21st where he received his award.  

A special section that highlights each honoree will 

be published in The Day in April/May. 

 Catherine Saucier and Dominic Brunaccioni, 
Seniors at Waterford High School, received the 

CAS Outstanding Arts Awards at a banquet on 

April 2nd.  Congratulations! 

WPS Achievements 

On March 22nd,  the Clark Lane School Counselors held  Career Day for their 7th grade students.  Twenty pro-

fessionals from the community came in to share information about their career field and necessary training and 

education. Prior to Career Day, students participated in several lessons to explore career and education options, 

completed different career interest inventories and were surveyed on their top career fields.  On Career Day, 

students were exposed to a combination of four different speakers based on their interests. Some of the present-

ers included Chef Luigi Sferrazza, Katelyn Dacimo (Coast Guard), Dan Steward (first selectman), Eric Fredricks 

(Waterford Police Department), Becky Hall (Owner of the PIT), Danny Santos (Plumber) and Sarah Sparen 

(Nurse). We are appreciative of all the volunteers who made our annual Career Day such a success! 

Career Day at  

Clark Lane 



The Superintendent’s Proposed budget, approved by the 

Waterford Board of Education on February 21st, represents a 

2.13% budget increase for FY 20.  This budget meets all of 

the Waterford Board of Education’s statutory obligations and 

mandates with the goal of not compromising rigor in the high  

Stay Connected… 

 WPS Website - Visit 

www.waterfordschools.org for up to date 

BOE, school and event information. 

 BOE meetings are held on the 4th 

Thursday of each month.  For the 

complete schedule of meetings, go to 

the BOE section of the WPS Website. 

 Download the  WPS App to ‘stay 

abreast’ of all the happenings at our 

schools. 

 Follow us on Twitter :  @WPS_CT and 

@WaterfordSupt 

Waterford Public Schools 

Gregory A. Benoit, Board of Education Chairperson 

Thomas W. Giard III, Superintendent 

15 Rope Ferry Road 

Waterford , CT  06385 

Phone: 860-444-5852 

Fax: 860-444-5870 

Contact:  Caroline Whittaker - Executive Administrative 

Assistant to the Superintendent 

E-mail: cwhittaker@waterfordschools.org 

Waterford Public Schools is a community of learners that fosters 

and supports high aspirations, ensuring every student acquires the 

skills and knowledge necessary to be a responsible citizen, prepared 

to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing world. 

 

 

Ashley Burdsall Cheerleader of the Year 

All-State 
 

Boys Basketball  JJ Brennan 

Boys Basketball  Liam Spellman 

Cheerleading  Ashley Burdsall 

Cheerleading  Brianna Muckle 

Cheerleading  Nina Tonucci 

Cheerleading  Sofia Brunaccioni 

Ice Hockey  Kyle Jacobsen 

ECC 1st Team All-Star 
 

Boys Basketball  JJ Brennan 

Boys Basketball  Liam Spellman 

Cheerleading  Ashley Burdsall 

Cheerleading  Brianna Muckle 

Cheerleading  Nina Tonucci 

Fencing - Girls Epee Jenna Morin 

Fencing - Girls Epee Melissa Vine 

Fencing - Girls Foil Alex Cole 

Fencing - Girls Foil Willow Yang 

Girls Basketball  Julianna Bonilla 

Ice Hockey-Nutmeg Conference Kyle Jacobsen   

Wrestling  Logan Smith 

Wrestling  Eric Zane 

Wrestling  Mason Concascia 

 

ECC Honorable Mention All-Star 
 

Boys Basketball  Payton Sutman 

Cheerleading  Sofia Brunaccioni 

Cheerleading  Sabrina Chhorn 

Girls Basketball  Gabby Kramer 

Wrestling  Jackson Harshberger 

Wrestling  AJ Sachatello 

Wrestling  Jacob Gannotti 

ECC Scholar Athlete 

Boys Basketball  Cadin Maynard 

Boys Swimming/Diving Kody Dow 

Girls Basketball  Liliana Stoddard 

Wrestling  Jacob Gannotti 

ECC Sportsmanship 
 

Boys Basketball  Dylan Eckhart 

Boys Swimming/Diving Bryce Dorunda 

Cheerleading  Riley Wielachowski 

Cheerleading  Jenna Milukas 

Girls Basketball  Jessica Nadeau 

Wrestling  Tyler Radack 

 

 

Winter Athletic Accolades 

http://www.waterfordschools.org/Domain/1
http://www.waterfordschools.org/page/5
http://www.waterfordschools.org/cms/lib4/CT01001345/Centricity/Domain/1/Waterford%20Public%20Schools%20Mobile%20App.pdf
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WaterfordSupt

